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ness> but their whole bearing is stamped with their religious.':
calling. In my employ in the Lachish excavations was a
very poor young, white-turbaned " sheikh/3 whose conditions
of life were the same with those of his fellow-workmen,
save that he could read and write, while they could not;
yet he was subtly differentiated from them by that inde-
scribable air which in one way or another marks the "theo-
logical student" of whatever race or religion. As a class,
the 'ulama appear to be devout, fanatic, obscurantist, jeal-
ous of the least encroachment, resentful of any innovation.
Of course, exceptions occur. Nothing could have exceeded
the helpful courtesy of well-known Moslem 'tilama extended
to me when I was making researches in Damascus. One
of these. Sheikh Ta'hir el-Mugh'raby, whom I surprised
with a visit, unintroduced and unannounced, proved to be
an enthusiastic scholar, living by choice in the humblest
quarters, that he might buy books, which absolutely hemmed
him. in on every side, and which were by no means confined
to Koranic studies. With the generosity of the true savant,
he was eager to extend his enjoyment of his treasures to
others. During his last journey, the late Dr. Curtiss had
similar experiences. Resident Christian missionaries have
cordial relations with the more liberal-minded sheikhs. The
influence of the 'ulama on public life is instanced by a large
number of deputies to Parliament, elected from this class.
Theoretically, at the head of Islam is the caliph (kalffah),
or successor of the prophet. Though the sultans of Turkey,
being not even Arabs, of course fail to satisfy the canonical
rule requiring all caliphs to belong to the Qureish, or tribe
of Mohammed, they, by virtue of their guardianship of the
Hall of the Holy Garments, at Constantinople, containing the
prophet's mantle, staff, and standard, are generally recog-
nized as caliphs, except by certain African Mohamme-
dans, notably by the inhabitants of Morocco, whose sultan
strengthens his claim to the caliphate by an undoubted sher-
Jfian pedigree.1 The Turkish sultans, however, have prac-
1 The claim of the Ottoman nultans to the caliphate rests on the
following transaction: The temporal power of the Abbasside caliphs
of Baghdad, who ruled from 750 to 1258 A, D,, was overthrown at the

